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or to escape from ports which were sealed by vigi-
lant squadrons, tfre American navy to a large extent
was condemned to inactivity for the remainder of
the war. Occasional actions were fought and merit
was justly won, but there was nothing like the
glory of 1812, which shone undimmed by defeat
and which gave to the annals of the nation one of
its great chapters of heroic and masterful achieve-
ment It was singularly apt that the noble and
victorious American frigates should have been
called the Constitution and the United States. They
inspired a new respect for the flag with the stripes
and the stars and for all that it symbolized.